"THE FENCED CITIES AND THE HIGH TOWERS"      m

Ordinance of September 3, 1939, made in the name of defence
and public safety a ubiquitous invasion on every variety of civil
liberty. " Autocratic government was to continue in India, without
any constitutional f'.g-ieaf and reinforced by the most far-reaching
Extraordinary Powers. Once again, as a quarter of a century before,
the Indian people were to be dragged at the heels of the British
government :n a war in whose making they had had no choice, and in
regard to v/hich they had continually protested at the policy which
had made it inevitable."2

The Congress Working Committee, meeting on September 14,
took ::the gravest view of these developments'1, called upon Congress
members of the Central Assembly to refrain from attending the next
session, and declared : "The Committee are aware that the govern-
ments of Great Britain and France have declared that they are fight*
ing for democracy and freedom and to put an end to aggression.
But the history of the recent past is full of examples showing the
constant divergences between the spoken word, the ideals proclaimed,
and the real motives and objectives." "The committee laid dov/n the
claim to "the right of self-determination by framing their o\vn consti-
tution through a Constituent Assembly without external interference,"
and pressed for a definite declaration of war aims: "The Working
Committee invites the British government to declare in unequivocal
terms what their war aims are in regard to democracy and imperia-
lism and the New Order that is envisaged; in particular, how these
aims are going to apply to India and be given effect to in the present.
Do they include the elimination of imperialism and the treatment of
India as a free nation whose policy will be guided in accordance with
the wishes of her people ? "

A negative and niggardly reply was all that came from the
Viceroy to this straightford question. " Dominion Status " was pro-
mised as before, but it was to be achieved, of course, " in the fulness
of time ", and as far as immediate prospects were concerned, a " Con-
sultative Committee" of Indian nominees for helping the Viceroy
prosecuting the war was offered.

Long negotiations and diplomatic exchanges followed between
the Viceroy and the leaders of the Congress, but led to no more than
small offers of concessions which altered nothing in substance and
only served to make it plain that the British Government was firmly
resolved to maintain its imperialist hold on India, As the protracted
diplomatic interchanges with the Viceroy went on, the masses surged
ahead on their own. On October the 2nd., 90,000 Bombay workers

a R, p. Dutt, op. cit., pp. 12-13.